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Abstract

Windows® XP Service Pack 3 (SP3) includes all previously released updates for the operating system,

in addition to a small number of new functionalities thatwilln ot si gni fi cantly change cust
experience with the operating system. This white paper summarizes what is new in Windows XP SP3,

and how to deploy the service pack.
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Introduction

Microsoft works to continually improve the performance, security, and stability of the Windows operating
system. As part of this effort, Microsoft develops updates, fixes, and other improvements that address issues
reported by the companyds

customers and partners. To make
it easier for customers to get Jre—
these updates and
enhancements, Microsoft
periodically combines them into a
single package, and makes that ol
package available for all Windows
customers. These packages are
called service packs.

Security
Updates

Windows XP Service Pack 3
(SP3) includes previously
released Windows XP updates,
including security updates and
hotfixes. It also includes select
out-of-band releases, and a small Service Pack
number of new enhancements,

which do not significantly change

customersd experience with the

operating system.

Windows XP SP3 provides a new baseline for customers still deploying Windows XP. For customers with
existing Windows XP installations, Windows XP SP3 fills gaps in the updates they might have missedd for
example, by declining individual updates when using Automatic Updates, and updates not available through
Windows Update.

Developing service packs for operating systems like Windows XP, which is nearing its end-of-sales period, is
a standard practice, and Microsoft does this for the convenience of its customers and partners. Users no
longer need to install three to four years worth of updates when installing Windows XP, and partners have a
new, updated baseline on which to test their applications and hardware. This white paper describes what is
new in Windows XP SP3 and provides an overview of how customers can deploy the service pack.



